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the supreme bench, and Trumbull was appointed to the
vacancy. There had been a great commotion in state
politics over this office before Trumbull was appointed to
it. Under the constitution of the state, the governor had
the right to appoint the secretary, but nothing was said
in that instrument about the power of removal. Alex-
ander P. Field had been appointed secretary by Governor
Edwards in 1828, and had remained in office under
Governors Reynolds and Duncan. Originally a strong
Jackson man, he was now a Whig. When Governor
Carlin (Democrat) was elected in 1838 he decided to
make a new appointment, but Field refused to resign and
denied the governor's right to remove him. The State
Senate sided with Field by refusing to confirm the new
appointee, John A. McClernand. After the adjournment
of the legislature, the governor reappointed McClernand,
who sued out a writ of quo warranto to oust Field. The
supreme court, consisting of four members, three of whom
were Whigs, decided in favor of Field. The Democrats
then determined to reform the judiciary. They passed
a bill in the legislature adding five new judges to the
supreme bench. "It was," says historian Ford, "con-
fessedly a violent and somewhat revolutionary measure
and could never have succeeded except in times of great
party excitement." In the mean time Field had retired
and the governor had appointed Douglas secretary of
state, and Douglas was himself appointed one of the five
new members of the supreme court. Accordingly he
resigned, after holding the office only two months, and
Trumbull was appointed to the vacancy without his own
solicitation or desire.

Two letters written by Trumbull in 1842 acquaint us
with the fact that his brother Benjamin had removed
with his family from Colchester to Springfield and wasake a seat onended this awful catastrophe which, as you may well sup-
